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of a phenomenon which has appeared as part of a more complex
phenomenon, may be some reason for expecting it to be associated
on another occasion with part of the same complex. Yet if
different wholes were subject to different laws qua wholes and
not simply on account of and in proportion to the differences of
their parts, knowledge of a part could not lead, it would seem,
even to presumptive or probable knowledge as to its association
with other parts. Given, on the other hand, a number of legally
atomic units and the laws connecting them, it would be possible
to deduce their effects pro tanto without an exhaustive knowledge
of all the coexisting circumstances.
We do habitually assume, I think, that the size of the atomic
unit is for mental events an individual consciousness, and for
material events an object small in relation to our perceptions.
These considerations do not show us a way by which we can
justify Induction. But they help to elucidate the kind of assump-
tions which we do actually make, and may serve as an introduction
to what follows.